
O  S I N G  A  S O N G  O F  B E T H L E H E M

Tune:  Kingsfo ld

l s  t h i s a  h y r l n  f o r  C h r i s t m a s ?  O r  i s  i t  f o r  G o o d  F r i d a y ,  o r  E a s t e r ?  l t  i s  r e a l l y  a  h y m n  w h i c h  c a n  b e  s u n g
a n y  t i r n c  d u r i n g  t h c  y c a r ,  b c c a u s c  i t  i s  a b o u t  t h c  l i f e  o f  J e s u s .  E v e r y  l i n e  i n v i t c s  u s  t o  s i n g  a  s o n g  a b o u t
. r  c l i f f c rc ' r . r t  p lacc  z rnd  a  d i f fe ren t  even t  i n  H is  l i f e .  You  w i l l  nced  to  look  a t  your  B ib lc  map to  f i nd  thc
n  l ; r ccs  I i s t cd .

S t a n z a  I  c o u l d  b c  s u n g  a t  C h r i s t m a s ,  b c c a u s e  i t  i s  a b o u t  B e t h l e h e m ,  s h e p h e r d s ,  a n g e l s ,  l i g h t  o f  a  s t a r ,
b u t  c h i c f l y  a b o u t  t h c  s o n g  o f  t h e  a n g e l s  " p c a c c  o n  e a r t h "  t o  m e n  o f  g o o d  w i l l .

S t a n z a  2  i s  a b o u t  N a z a r c t h  a n d  w h a t  h a s  b c e n  c a l l c d  t h e  " h i d d e n  y e a r s . "  ( A l l  w e  k n o w  i s  t h a t  L u k e
s a y s  " J c s u s  g r c w  i n  w i s d o m  a n d  s t a t u r e ,  a n d  i n  f a v o r  w i t h  G o d  a n d  m a n ,  v s . 5 2  o f  c h a p t c r  2 ) . A f t e  r t h e
s t o r y  o f  J c s u s  i n  t h c  t c m p l c  c o n f o u n d i n g  t h c  p r i c s t s  w i t h  H i s  w i s d o m ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  c l s c  a b o u t  H i m
fo r  nc . r r l y  20  ycars .  (Sec  Luke  2 :39-52) .  W.  know He worked  in  H is  fa the r ' s  ca rpcn te  r "  shop ,  bu t  thc
w r i t e r  i m a g i n c s  t h a t  J e s u s  l l u s t  h a v e  b e e n  l i k e  a n y  o t h e r  b o y - e n j o y i n g  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  s u n ,  s m e l l i n g  t h c
f r a g r a n t  f l o w e r s ,  a n d  f c e l i n g  t h e  s o f t  w i n d  b l o w  i n  H i s  f a c c .  N o w  t h a t  w i n d  h a s  c a r r i e d  t h e  n a m c  o f

J c s u s  t o  c v c r y  p a r t  o f  t h c  w o r l d ,  a n d  t h c r e  a r e  C h r i s t i a n s  e v c r y w h e r e .

S t a n z a  3  i s  a b o u t  G a l i l e e - a  b e a u t i f u l  l a k e  w i t h  w o o d s  a n d  h i l l s  n e a r b y .  J e s u s  l i k e d  t o  g o  o u t  o n  t h c
l a k c  i n  a  b o a t ,  a n d  o n e  d a y  a  v e r y  s t r a n g e  t h i n g  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  a  s t o r m .  F i n d  t h e  s t o r y  i n  M a r k  4 : 3 5 -
41  a r rd  sec  rvh ; i t  happencd .  Ano thc r  t ime  in  Mat t l rew 14 :22-33  the re  i s  a  s to ry  abou t  Jesus  wa lk ing  on
thc  wa tc r .  Bo th  o f  these  s to r ies  can  be  found  in  s tanza  3 .

S t a n z a  4  i s  a b o u t  C . r l v a r y .  Y o u  p r o b a b l y  c a n ' t  f i n d  t h i s  o n  t h c  m a p ,  b u t  i t  w a s  a  h i l l  w h c r e  J c s u s  w a s
n a i l c d  t o  a  c r o s s  ( i n  t h c  h y m n  i t  i s  c a l l e d  " t h e  t r e e " )  a n d  w h c r e  H e  w a s  k i l l e d .  B u t  t h e  h y m n  e n d s  r v i t h
t h c  E a s t c r s t o r y  g i v i n g  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  C h r i s t  o u r  L o r d  i s  a b l e  t o  s a v e  u s  n o w  j u s t  a s  H e  d i d  l o n g  a g o .

L o u i s  B e n s o n ,  t h c  a u t h o r  o f  t h e  w o r d s ,  w a s  a  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  w h o  b e c a m e  A m e r i c a ' s  f i r s t  h y m n
s c h o l a r .  H c ' , v r o t c  a  b o o k  o n  E n g l i s h  h y m n s ,  a  h i s t o r y  o f  C h r i s t i a n  h y m n o d y ,  a n d  e d i t e d  f o u r  h y m n a l s .
You r -nay f ind anothcr  of  h is  hymns,  For  The Breod,  Which Thou Host  Broken,  in  your  hymnal .

T h c  t t t n c  K i n q s f o l d  i s  a f o l k s o n g e q u a l l y  p o p u l a r  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  l r e l a n d . T h c  f i r s t ,  s e c o n d  a n d  l a s t  l i n e s  a r e
a l n r o s t  t h c  s a m e  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t  e a s y  t o  l e a r n  a n d  r e m e m b e  r .  T h e  t h i r d  l i n e  i s  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t h a t  i s  d i f f e r c n t .
I t  i s  a  n r o d a l  r n c l o d y  w h i c h  m a k c s  y o u  f e e l  m o r e  m i n o r  t h a n  m a j o r ,  b u t  i t  i s  s t r o n g  r a t h c r  t h a n  s a d .

A n o t h c r  t u n e  w h i c h  y o u  m a y  a l r e a d y  k n o w  t h a t  c a n  b e  s u n g  t o  t h c s e  w o r d s  i s  " F o r c s t  G r e e n . "
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